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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE
ABIDJAN BUREAU

MAB-6022
10 November 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, FBIS
THRU: Chief, Operations Group

SUBJECT: Monthly Report--Abidjan Bureau--October 1986

I. OPERATIONS

A. Monitorial/Editorial

Two major AFP stories this month turned out to be incorrect.
Citing a local Ivory Coast official as the source, AFP twice reported
that Vice President Bush was to visit Abidjan during October. Both
reports were subsequently denied by the U.S. Embassy here. The Bureau
kept both the Embassy and the Ivorian Foreign Ministry informed of
reports concerning the Bush visit. Later in the month, AFP filed a
story reporting that the League of Arab States had called for all member-
states to break diplomatic relations with Ivory Coast because of the
Ivorian plan to reopen an Embassy in Jerusalem. The Bureau subsequently
stayed open late to catch a live news conference at midnight on Ivorian
television in which the Ivorian foreign minister reacted to reports that
relations would be broken. Although it was never confirmed that the
Arab States were going to break relations with Ivory Coast, the Ivorian
ruling party later called on the government to move the embassy to Tel
Aviv,

B. Coverage

1. As of 15 October, the Bureau began splitting coverage of
selected BBC casts with Swaziland Bureau to ease the burden on their
staffing. Abidjan now covers all BBC Africa-beamed casts for Sub-Saharan
Africa except Southern Africa.

2. The Bureau ceased printing of the AFP French beam on 7 October
after an extensive study of the service verified that the French beam
essentially duplicates reporting from the AFP land line. The French
beam will remain on bureau coverage as a backstop should the now-relia-
ble land line falter.

3. A three-day cruising effort on Freetown Domestic Service failed
to provide any monitorable coverage in the 0600-2230 GMT time frame.
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C. Communications

Communications outages decreased markedly this month although
overall the Bureau continues to experience a higher than normal number
of outages. The latter part of the month was significantly better than
the first half and Embassy TCU feels that by replacing some of their
malfunctioning equipment, the apparent cause of the outages has been
eliminated.

II. ADMINISTRATION

A. Personnel

1. Monitor trainee EOD'd on 12 October. STAT
2. Senior monitor received a PSI during the month. STAT
ITI. VISITS
STAT
1. Chief/Engineering Support Group, visited the ‘ }yy»'“’
Bureau 5-7 November. j, k
,}//’ )&/,
s

2. On 29 October Ambassador Howard Walker, director of Staﬁi///CZ,,ﬁ
Department's West Africa Bureau, visited the Bureau. Ambassador 4/

Walker had served in Nigeria during the time when our Kaduna Bureau-was )ﬁg;
open and had requested that a walk-through of Abidjan Bifeau be included :
on his schedule of appointments.

STAT

Chief, Abidjan Bureau

Attachment:
Monthly Production Report

cc: Chief, Swaziland Bureau
Deputy Chief, London Bureau
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